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Message from the Secretary 

 As we are about to enter the last quarter of 2014, I 
was looking over the membership rosters for this year.  
One thing I did was compare this year's roster to that 
of last year. I noticed that there were 19 people who 
were members last year who did not renew their 
membership for 2014. While I am sure that the 
reasons are various, we as a whole should make it a 
point to constantly be trying to get new members. We 
have the perfect opportunities coming up in the very 
near future. For example, we can work the Festival of 
Flight on October 25th at Jones Field. Also, at last 
month's meeting we agreed to partner with CERT in 
their booth at the Fannin County Fair. This is a perfect 
time to be recruiting for amateur radio. Furthermore, I 
would like to challenge every member of K5FRC to 
recruit one new member into the club at the beginning 
of 2015. 

 Speaking of rosters... we currently have 40 
members. Of those 40: 

6 are Life members (15%) 
18 are ARES Members (45%) 
14 are RACES Members (35%) 
24 are ARRL Members (60%) 
 
If you would to become a member and participate in 
any of these organizations, please contact me. 
 
Jeff Jones, KX5JSJ 

Newsletter 
 

 

2014 Officers 
 

President 

Glenn Estes, N5UPA 
glenn@k5mjd.us 

 

Vice- President 

Jeff Cotner, K1TEX 
jtcotner@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Jeff Jones, KX5JSJ 
KX5JSJ@arrl.net 

 

Treasurer 

Bill Purcell, KF5GJY 
Planner84@yahoo.com 

 

Trustee 

Mike Durbin, K5MJD 
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Mike Durbin, K5MJD 
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Please be advised that the September 2014 meeting to be held on 

September 20th will be held at the Ivanhoe tower site on FM 273 near 

the Sam Rayburn School. 

The meeting will be in conjunction with a work day on the tower, 

antenna, and other necessary items. 
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Fannin County ARC 

MI UTES  

August 16, 2014 
 

Call To Order-  
 

The regular meeting of the Fannin County Amateur Radio Club was called to order by Club 
Vice-President Jeff Cotner, K1TEX at 9:02 AM.  
 

Opening Ceremonies- 

 
Invocation was by Roy Riales, KE5WDL. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance by all members present.  
 

Roll Call of Members- The attendance sheet was verified. There were 15 members present with no visitors. 
 

Previous Minutes- 

 

The minutes of the July 2014 meeting were posted publically in the newsletter. David Reeder, 
WA0URJ made the motion to accept the July 2014 minutes as published. Mark Hetherington, KF5KUW made 
the 2nd. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report- 

 

The financial statement was not submitted in time to the Newsletter Editor for publishing publically in 
the newsletter. Treasurer Bill Purcell, KF5GJY was not present at the meeting in order to provide the 
treasurer’s report. Jody Lindsey, KE5GIB made the motion to table this report until the August 
meeting. Mike Durbin, K5MJD provided a second. Motion carried. 

 

Trustee Report- 

 

1) Mike Durbin advised that we were provided that we have a certificate of participation from 
NTCT. He stated tht we are linked in to Sulphur Springs. He explained that this coverage ranges from Paris 
over to Wichita Falls and down to Stephenville. 

2) Mike advised that the 13 machine was currently working fine. 
3) Mike stated that the club out of Durant, Oklahoma had asked him about trying to get an Echolink 

for NTCT. After a brief discussion, David Reeder made the motion to put the Echolink on the 450 machine. 
 

Minutes from August 2014 
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4) Mike states there are still some ongoing issues with the 470 machine that still needs attention.  
5) Mike had sent out (over Fanninhams) a list of items that needed to be worked on. He touched 

briefly on this list in which he posted. For a listing of those items, please refer to Fanninhams. 
6) Mike stated that today after the meeting he wanted to go to the V.A. to install the new GMRS 

radio in place of the Easypal. 
7) A work day was scheduled for Saturday, September 20, 2014. This will be at the Ivanhoe 

tower. 

8) Mike spoke about the General Class test. He advised that they had completed the course material 
and he stated that they could give some practice tests to those who wished to take them in preparation for the 
actual test. 

 
Old Business-  

 The existing MOA with the V.A. Hospital was brought up. A meeting needs to be scheduled between 
representatives of both the V.A. and FCARC. The date and time has not been decided as of yet. The existing 
MOA was discussed and it was asked if any member had any issues or concerns with the current one that needs 
to be brought forth during the upcoming meeting between representatives. Jeff Jones, KX5JSJ brought forth 3 
things: 

1) 3rd paragraph, last sentence states: “If such equipment is damaged by VAMC employees while 
working in the area, then the VAMC will repair the equipment to an equal state of condition as it 
was prior to the damage by VA personnel.” 

 
Jeff made the point that if the equipment cannot be repaired because of damage, outdated parts, 
or any other reason, that the equipment should be replaced by new equipment of equal or greater 
value at no expense to the FCARC. 

 
2) 4th paragraph, 2nd sentence states: “The radio club is also responsible for ensuring that their 

members report to the proper VAMC authorities upon their arrival at the Center and prior to 
going to the Radio Station.” 
 
Jeff brought up that this MOA does not identify WHO the proper authorities are. He stated that 
positions and/or titles (not people’s names) need to be identified to report to; such as the 
Director, the Police Chief, any police officer on duty, Supervisor on duty, maintenance 
supervisor, etc. 
 

3) 4th paragraph, 4th sentence states: “The VAMC will provide the Radio Club with adequate 
opportunities to have meetings, conduct and participate in drills, and to provide training for their 
members and VAMC employees.” 
 
Jeff stated that the words “adequate opportunities” needs to be identified in detail. In other 
words, what ARE those opportunities?  

Who will provide what? 
What will be provided? 

  

Minutes from August 2014, cont. 
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When will it be provided? 
Where will it be provided? 

Mark Hetherington made the motion to allow the officers of the club to make any modifications in order to 
update the MOA and to re-establish an MOA with the V.A. David Reeder 2nd. Motion carried. All for. 
 
 ew Business- 

 
Danny Loyd is working on plans to have a “Radio On The Square Day” to be held September 27th. 

Danny will be trying to finalize things with the County Commissioners in the very near future. Danny advised 
that he would be advertising such with the media as well. 
 
 Mark Hetherington advised that he has spoken with Richard from Main Trading over in Paris. Richard had 
asked Mark if the Club might be interested in setting up a station at a booth at their business on October 18, 
2014 during thei customer appreciation day. Mike Durbin stated that he would follow up with Richard. 
 
 Jody Lindsey brought up having a booth at the Fannin County Fair. After a brief discussion, it was decided 
that no member wished to have a FCARC booth at the County Fair. Instead, the members decided to “share” a 
booth with the CERT organization. Danny Loyd made the motion. Jody provided the 2nd. Motion carried. 
 
 Mike Durbin talked about the website. It was made known that Steve Teneyck had resigned from the 
Fannin County Amateur Radio Club. And, since he was the one who created the new website to benefit the 
club, he also took the new website offline when he resigned. Mike explained that the “old” website was now the 
“new” website and was back online. 
 
 Danny Loyd is to follow up with the Sam Rayburn Library in reference to their event in January. 
 
 Mike Lindsey stated that the Net for the RAC that occurs on the last Friday of each month needs 
volunteers. He stated that this is when the hospitals in Fannin County check in at 10:00 AM. He recommended 
that people make theirselves available for a half hour or so on the last Fridays of each month in order to 
familiarize yourself with the radio equipment at the hospital. 
 

Mike Lindsey requested that each member be provided a 2nd ID card. He explained that there are times that 
a member may get into a situation and leave their ID on a lanyard in their vehicle accidentally. He went on to 
say that it would be a benefit to be able to have a second card in your wallet. 

Jessie Brown, KF5SOX, recommended that each member have a club shirt. This can be a benefit to us and 
looks more professional. He volunteered to spearhead the uniform order if people would get with him. 

Adjournment 

 This meeting was adjourned at 10:16 AM. 

Minutes from August 2014, cont. 
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Upcoming Projects for K5FRC 

1) Test 145.13 repeater at the V.A. (Possible swap of 47 and 13 if interference is lowered.) 
2) Fix antenna at the V.A. Club Station (Yagi) 
3) Put new coax on the Ivanhoe tower and split 13 and 450 antenna feeds. 
4) Install 6 meter antenna at Ivanhoe. 
5) NCTC Echolink option to be installed? 
6) Put dual band antenna at the V.A. to split TX and RCV and allow Easypal operation and GMRS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is the Treasurer’s activity from August 1, 2014 through August 31, 2014.    
 
Checking Account: 

 Beginning balance- $965.03 
 Ending balance- $965.03 
 
 There were no transactions during the month for this account. 
 
Savings Account: 

 Beginning balance- $221.06 
 Ending balance- $221.06 
 
 There were no transactions during the month for this account. 
 
 

Treasurer’s Activity 
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 Ham Radio Outlet, the world's largest Amateur Radio product and accessories retailer, announced a new 
retail Super Store in Plano, TX. This new store will include a multi-thousand foot retail floor plan, which 
will stock and have on display a vast selection of amateur radio products and accessories. Included within 
the facility will be a large demonstration area, which will have many of the current amateur radio products 
connected to antennas for use and display. 
 
 "We believe the Dallas / Fort Worth area has been under served for some time," said National Sales 
Manager, Steve Gilmore. "With this new super store in Plano Texas, we will have a retail and shipping 
facility to allow customers in the Dallas / Fort Worth area a place to shop for amateur radio products and 
accessories. This allows for our Company to better serve surrounding areas by being able to ship products 
often within one (1) day to Oklahoma, most of Texas, and parts of Kansas, Arkansas and Louisiana." 
 
 "We have a plan, we have a manager, and we have a facility. We are ready to go," said National 
Operations Manager, Chuck Wyrick. "It's a big job to open a store, but in this case, it is absolutely necessary 
and important to serve Texas. Participating in amateur events, such as Hamfests, within the Texas and 
Oklahoma areas will now be far easier." 
 
 "It's an exciting time for us at HRO," indicated President, Robert Ferrero. "We are extremely proud to 
have the opportunity to move into Texas and provide a place for Hams to be able to come in and shop. So 
much is mail order today, however that does not provide the hands on experience. Our new store in Plano 
will be a new retail model, vast in size, with significant on-hand inventory. If our customer wants an amateur 
product, I expect to have it in Plano in 2015." 
 

 Ham Radio Outlet expects the opening of its new facility at 701 E. Plano Parkway, 

Suite 406, Plano, Texas 75074 in the first quarter of 2015. 

 
 HRO, Inc. (dba. Ham Radio Outlet) is a family owned business with twelve (12 ) stores located 
throughout the United States as well as the largest amateur radio E Commerce website, making it the largest 
Ham Radio dealership in the world. Ham Radio Outlet is headquartered in Danville, California and has been 
serving the amateur community both nationally and internationally since 1971. 

 

Ham Radio Outlet Comes To Texas 
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Yaesu FRG-7 General coverage short wave receiver.  Mint condition 

With original box, manual, Gilfer mods (for a digital display) famous Wadley loop detector.  

Receives USB/LSB/CW/AM 540 Khz to 30 Mhz. 

Asking $200  Great collector’s item and a great general coverage receiver. 

Contact:  David Reeder, WAØURJ 

WA0URJ@yahoo.com 

 ote: Deliver to local area otherwise shipping $35. 

 

For Sale 
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The FCC has adjusted very slightly downward -- to $21.40 -- its proposed Amateur Service vanity call sign 
regulatory fee for Fiscal Year 2014. In a June �otice of Proposed Rule Making (�PRM), the Commission said 
it intended to hike the current $16.10 vanity fee to $21.60 for the 10-year license term. The FCC released a 
Report and Order and Further �otice of Proposed Rulemaking (R&O) in the proceeding on August 29, in 
which it recalculated the fee to $21.40 for the 10-year license term. The $5.30 increase still represents the 
largest vanity fee hike in many years. The new $21.40 fee doesnot go into effect until 30 days after the R&O is 
published inThe Federal Register. 

In theR&O, the FCC said it considered eliminating the regulatory fee for Amateur Radio vanity call sign 
applications and for other services but decided not to do so "at this time," because it lacks "adequate support to 
determine whether the cost of recovery and burden on small entities outweighs the collected revenue; or 
whether eliminating the fee would adversely affect the licensing process." The Commission said it would 
reevaluate this issue in the future to determine if it should eliminate other fee categories. 

The FCC's Office of Managing Director sets the actual fee vanity call sign fee, based on Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau projections of new applications and renewals, taking into consideration existing 
Commission licensee databases, such as the Universal Licensing System (ULS) database. 

The FCC reported there were 11,500 "payment units" in FY 2014. The Commission said the vanity program 
generated an estimated $230,230 in FY 2013 revenue, and it estimated that it would collect nearly $246,100 in 
FY 2014. 

The vanity call sign regulatory fee is payable when applying for a new vanity call sign or when renewing any 
vanity call sign designated as "HV" in the FCC's ULS database. 

 

 ew Amateur Radio Vanity Call Sign Fee Set at $21.40  
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A new take on training and a growing role in global disaster relief were primary discussion topics at the 
Army Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) leaders' workshop August 24-26 in Arizona. Behind the 
official agenda, however, loomed an understated theme: MARS is seeking younger tech-oriented hams -- or 
potential hams -- and recently retired members of the military to join its corps of seasoned volunteer 
communicators. Army MARS Headquarters introduced a new national staff officer from the business world 
to head up that effort -- Kurt Edelman, KF7PDV, of Willcox, Arizona, who holds the title of planning 
officer. 

An official auxiliary within the US Department of Defense, MARS is formed of Amateur Radio operators 
who volunteer their time and equipment to support emergency communication in the event the Internet and 
telephone services are disrupted by natural or manmade disaster. The Army, Navy, and Air Force each have 
branches. 

During the August gathering at Army MARS Headquarters station in Fort Huachuca, Arizona, 11 region 
directors plus national staff officers discussed an innovative instructional methodology, debated eliminating 
membership qualifications based solely on hours on the air, and pondered marking the auxiliary's 90th 
anniversary next year with a vigorous recruiting drive. 

It wasn't all policy and planning, though. Juanita Portz, the senior contract operator, guided attendees 
through the battery of military-standard transceivers that continuously monitor MARS and regular Army 
frequencies for contingency traffic. The leaders checked into an Arizona net and got familiar with military 
radio models that may turn up on MARS nets down the road. 

Edelman briefed leaders on an advanced instructional system that MARS now is eyeing as a possible 
replacement for current training and participation requirements. Known in the active Army as METL (for 
Mission-based Essential Task Lists), it replaces traditional generalized basic training with instruction in the 
specific tasks associated with an individual's duty assignment, and only those. METL could require annual 
qualification in tasks rather than simply requiring personnel to accumulate a minimum number of hours 
served. A former vice president in charge of new technology at a Fortune 500 financial firm, Edelman leads 
a workgroup of region directors and trainers drafting a preliminary METL program, which he expects to 
deliver as early as 2015. 

Wrapping up the meeting was preliminary discussion on commemorating the 90th anniversary of the 
Army's invitation to the ARRL to partner in disaster communication. Although hams had collaborated with 
the Army and Navy during World War I, the Army-Amateur Radio System, launched in August 1925, was 
the first permanent amateur-government accord in the US. It became Army MARS after World War II, and 
independent Air Force and Navy-Marine Corps branches soon followed. Read more.  

MARS Mulls Adopting  ew Training 

Approach, Upping Its Recruitment Game 
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Are you a member? 
 
The following 5 pages contain applications for: 
 

1) Fannin County Amateur Radio Club 
 
2) Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) 

 
3) Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service  
   (RACES) 

 
4) American Radio Relay League (ARRL)-  
   Annual Membership 

 
5) American Radio Relay League (ARRL)- Life 
  Membership 
 
Everyone is welcome at our meetings!  

 

If you are not a member but would like to become 

a vital part of the Fannin County Amateur Radio 

Club, please see the membership applications 

below…. Or go to: 

 
 

http://wwwk5frc.org 
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Fannin County Amateur Radio Club (FCARC) 
3rd Saturday at 9:00am CT 
First Presbyterian Church, 818 North Main Street, Bonham TX 
http://www.k5frc.org/ 
 
Grayson County Amateur Radio Club (GCARC) 
3rd Friday at 7:00pm CT 
Grayson County Courthouse 2nd floor assembly room, 100 West Houston Street, Sherman TX 
http://www.k5gcc.us 
 
Red River Valley Amateur Radio Club 
2nd Saturday at 10:00 AM 
Paris Regional Medical Center, Conference Room C, 820 Clarksville St. Paris, TX 75460 
http://www.wb5rdd.org/ 
 
Cooke County Amateur Radio Club (CCARC) 
2nd Thursday at 7:00pm CT 
Cooke County Library, 200 S. Weaver Street, Gainesville TX 
http://www.gainesvillehamfest.org/ccarc.htm 
 
McKinney Amateur Radio Club (MARC) 
2nd Tuesday at 7:00pm CT 
Spring Creek Barbecue, 1993 North Central Expressway, McKinney TX 
http://www.mckinneyarc.org 
 
Durant Amateur Radio Club (DARC) 
3rd Tuesday at 7:00pm CT 
Bryan County Emergency Management, 2808 Enterprise Drive, Durant OK 
 
Quarter Century Wireless Association (QCWA) Chapter 41 
1st Saturday at 11:00am CT 
Midway Point Restaurant, 12801 Midway Road, Dallas TX 
http://www.texasqcwa41.org 

 

Local ARC Meetings 
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Weekly Fannin County ARC Weekly  et 
Tuesdays 9:00 pm CT on the 145.130− (no PL) repeater. 
This is an informal information net. 
 
 orth Central Texas Connection ( CTC) Thursday  ight  et 
Thursdays 8:00 pm CT on the 443.7500+ (no PL) 
EchoLink Node (KA5PQK - R /819618) 
This is a directed net. 
 
Grayson County Ladies  et 
Thursdays 8:00 pm CT on the 147.000+ (100.0 PL) repeater. 
Net Control Operator: Linda KE5YUC 
 
Durant ARC Weekly  et 
Tuesdays 7:00 pm CT on the 147.390+ (118.8 PL) repeater. 
No net on the 3rd Tuesday of each month due to the DARC monthly meeting. 
 
McKinney 6 meter AM  et 
Wednesdays 10:00pm CT on 50.400MHz 
 
McKinney ARC Info  et 
Sundays 8:00 pm CT on the 146.740− (110.9 PL) repeater. 
 

Semi- Weekly Grayson County ARC Information  et 
1st & 3rd Sunday at 8:00pm CT on the 147.000+ (100.0 PL) repeater. 
This is an informal information net and Buy/Sell/Swap net. 
 
Grayson County ARES  et 
2nd & 4th Sunday at 9:00pm CT on the 147.000+ (100.0 PL) repeater. 
This is a directed information net used for training. 
 
RACES Command  et Check 
2nd & 4th Sunday at 2:00pm CT on 7.255 MHz LSB 
This is a RACES Command Net check for statewide RACES Command Net members 
ONLY. All other Amateur stations are welcome to listen, but DO NOT check in! 
 

Monthly             orth Texas ARES HF  et 

2nd Wednesday at 8:30pm CT on 3.860 MHz LSB 
This is an information net open to all ARES members in the ARRL North Texas (NTX) 
Section. 
 
McKinney ARES  et 
2nd Sunday at 9:00pm CT on the 146.740− (110.9 PL) repeater. 

 

Local  ets 
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K5FRC 

Fannin County Amateur Radio Club 

Apparel Order Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Prices plus shipping … 
All items have K5FRC 
Club Logo, your Call and 
first name embroidered
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This particular polo comes highly 

recommended and is called a “Silk Touch”. 
 
Call sign over name will be embroidered 

on the right chest. 
 
The K5FRC logo will be embroidered on 

the left chest. 
 
Jackets are available in the above format. 
Pricing varies greatly with style of jacket 

chosen. 
 
You may also take a shirt to be embroidered;  
however, the cost is $7.50 per side. 
 

Prices 
 

Caps….$8.50 - $12.50 
Depends on style chosen 
 

Polo (Silk Touch) 
S- XL…………..$19.00 
2X- 3X……..…..$22.50 
4X- 6X…………$24.00 

Pocket on Shirt…………..$1.00 
 
Price includes Left and Right Chest 
Embroidery 
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First Name ________________ 

(as you want on clothing) 

 
Polo Shirt- 

M / W Qty Size 

 

Last Name ________________ 
(if desired) 

 

Call Sign _________________ 

 

Payment $________________ 

S- XL………$19.00 ______ ____ _____ 
2X- 3X……...$22.50 ______ ____ _____ 
4X- 6X……….24.00 ______ ____ _____ 

Pocket on Shirt………..$1.00 YES NO 
 
Caps…………..$8.50 - $12.50 _____  ____ ____ 
 
 

Total $_________________ 

Make checks Payable to FCARC 
 
 
 

K5FRC Fannin County Amateur Radio Club Apparel Order -----------Cut or tear on dotted line and deliver bottom portion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Name __________________ 
(as you want on clothing) 

 

Last Name __________________ 
(if desired) 

 

Call Sign____________________ 

 

Payment $___________________ 

M / W Qty Size 
Polo Shirt- 

S- XL………$19.00 ______ ____ _____ 
2X- 3X……...$22.50 ______ ____ _____ 
4X- 6X……….24.00 ______ ____ _____ 

Pocket on Shirt…...…..$1.00 YES NO 
 
Caps…………..$8.50 - $12.50 _____  ____ ____ 
 
 

Total $_________________ 

Make checks Payable to FCARC 
 
 

K5FRC Fannin County Amateur Radio Club Apparel Order -----------Cut or tear on dotted line and deliver bottom portion 
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 ewsletter 

Published:   Monthly via e-mail to members 
Posted to Fanninhams (Yahoo Group) 

 

Editor:      Jeff Jones, KX5JSJ 
 

To submit articles:  Send e-mail to Jeff Jones 

at KX5JSJ@arrl.net 

 
Deadline:             o later than 10 days prior 

       to the meeting 

Meetings 

When:  3
rd

 Saturday of each month 
 

Time: 9:00 AM (0900 Hrs.) 
 
Where: First Presbyterian Church 

818  . Center Street 
Bonham, Texas 75418 

 

     Mailing Address 
 

Fannin County Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 553 
Bonham, Texas 75418 

 


